PATENT 



Claim Amendments: 



Please amend the claims as indicated: 





detecting a first splice jfldkerterinterrupt using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 
determining the^anew packet identifier when, in response to detecting the first splice 



indict 



tpi,.i.t is determined that a first splice state has been encountered, wherein 
the first Sphce state is based upon a first splice coimtdown value parsed by the 
transport padket demultiplexer hardware; 

detecting a second spl indicator using the transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 
and 

using the new packet identifier! response to the second splice indicator. 

2. (Currently Aranded) The method! of claim 1 further comprising-4h^tep-ef: 
loading the new packet identifier into Wiow register after determining the new packet 
identifier and before using the newvpacket identifier. 



3. (Previously Presented) The method of claimY wherein using the new packet identifier 
further comprises loading the contents of the shadow regiker into a main register. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherern using the new packet identifier 
further comprises using the shadow register as the main register. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein detecting the first splice 
indicator includes d otocting the first jplico indicator using an adaptation Vteld parser portion of 
the transport packet demultiplexer hardware. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein 

detecting the first splice indicator includes generating a first splice interrupt\ased upon 

the first splice indicator; and 
determining the new packet identifier occurs in response to the first splice intenV 



9901420 Response to 10-10-03 OA Dl.doc 



U.S. App.No.: 09/489,681 



7. (Previously>Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein 

detecting the seLd splice indicator includes generating a second splice interrupt based 
upon the sfecond splice indicator; and 

determining a usingtiie new packet identifier occurs in response to the second splice 
interrupt. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the first splice indicator and the second 
splice indicator represent different occurrences of a common event. 

9. (Original) The method ofdaim 8, wherein the common event is the assertion of a 
splice flag. 



10. ^Canceled) 

11. (Previously Presented) The rnethod of claim 1, wherein determining further includes 
the first splice countdown value being a positive value. 

12. (Previously Presented) The meVod of claim 1 further including: 

using the new packet identifier in response to the second splice indicator, when, in 

response to detecting the second splice indicator it is determined that a second 
splice state has been encountered, wherein the second splice state is based upon a 
second splice countdown value pVsed by the transport packet demultiplexer 
hardware. 



13. (Previously Presented) The method of c\aim 12, wherein using further includes the 
second splice countdown value being a zero value. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of clainu 13, wherein determining further 
includes the first splice countdown value being a positive value. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 Aurther comprising-th^tep^f: 
detecting a third splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 
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requesting acquisition of a current program management table in response to the third 
splice indicator. 

- 16. (Currently Aided) A method comprising-th^te^ef: of rhim 15 wherein u.iug 
the now packet identifier further includes . 

detecting a first splice\indicator using tr.ncp ^ packet H ^nlti r i qxer hardware- 
determining a new packV identifier when, in resp ond tn Meeting thft w gpW 

indicator, it is determined that a first splice state has .n C OUntered whprpin 
the first splice state\i S based u pon a firs t splice co.mtHnwn value parsed hv th. 
transport packet detrViltiplexer hai-Hwar^ 
detecting a second sp lice ind Lor usin P the trans port packet ri^nltfo lexer hardw^- 
using the new packet identifier^ respond t 0 the second sphV. 
detecting a third splice indicatoAusW tran^ packet demnltipl qxer hardware- 
requesting acquisition of a currenV program management table when, in response to 
detecting the third splice indicator, it is determined that a third splice state has 
been encountered, wherein tne third splice state is based upon a third splice 
countdown value parsed by the transport packet demultiplexer hardware. 

- 17. (Previously Presented) The methodW claim 16, wherein determining further 
includes the first splice countdown value being a hegative value. 

- 18. (Previously Presented) The method of lim 16, further comprising verifying the new 
packet identifier. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of clahAl, wherein 

using the new packet identifier in response to theLond splice indicator further includes 
using the new packet identifier in response \o the second splice indicator when the 
new packet identifier is associated with a firs\ program type. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the fit program type is mutually 
exclusive from a second program type, and the second program\ype is commercials. 
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21. (CurlbntfyAmended) A method ©Wispl^Hg-datartfee^Hethed-comprising: 
detecting a\first splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 
determining^ new packet identifier in response to the first splice indicator; 
detecting a seVond splice indicator using the transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 
using the new packet identifier in response to the second splice indicator; 
detecting a thircWlice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; and 
requesting acquisition of a current program management table in response to the third 
splice indicator. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 further comprising-th^tep^f: 
loading the new packet identifier into a shadow register after determining the new packet 

identifier and before using the new packet identifier. 

23. (Previously Presented) k method of claim 22, wherein using the new packet 
identifier further comprises loading tne contents of the shadow register into a main register. 

24. (Previously Presented) TheLthod of claim 22, wherein using the new packet 
identifier further comprises using the shadow register as the main register. 



25. (Currently Arfiended) The method of claim 21, wherein detecting the first splice 
indicator includes d*e*H*g^fc^^^ an adaptation fie , d parser portion of 
the transport packet demultiplexer hardware. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method o\claim 21, wherein 

detecting the first splice indicator includes\enerating a first splice interrupt based upon 

the first splice indicator; and 
determining the new packet identifier occurs inVesponse to the first splice interrupt. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2Y wherein 

detecting the second splice indicator includes generating a second splice interrupt based 
upon the second splice indicator; and V 
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dkermining a using the new packet identifier occurs in response to the second splice 
\ interrupt. 

\ 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the first splice indicator and 
the second splio^indicator represent different occurrences of a common event. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the common event is the 
assertion of a splice flag. 

A 

^30. (Currently Arnended) Ajnrth^^ 
the now packet identifier further includes: 

detecting a first splice indicator using transnort p acket demultip l exer hardware- 
determining a new p a cket id e ntifier in response tn th e first snlice md\r^r- 
detecting a second splicV indicator nsin P the transnort p a.l^t demultinl^r h.rA^. 
using the new pac ket iden t ifi e r in response to the second splice inHiratnr; 
detecting a third splice indicator using transport P ar.k qt demultip l P vpr hardware: and 
requesting acquisition of a Wrent program management table when, in response to 
detecting the third splice indicator, it is determined that a third splice state has 
been encountered, wherein the third splice state is based upon a third splice 
countdown value parsed by the transport packet demultiplexer hardware 

/ \ 

31. ^Currently Amended) The me\hod of eto ^claim 30. wherein determining further 
1(2^ includes/theYirst splice countdown value being a negative value 

/ \ 

32. (Currently Amended) The method^ efeim ^claim 30 . further comprising verifying 
the new packet identifier. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein 

using the new packet identifier in response to\the second splice indicator further includes 
using the new packet identifier in respoW to the second splice indicator when the 
new packet identifier is associated with a\first program type. ^ 
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34. (\urrently Amended) The method of etem^ claim 33. wherein the first program 
type is mutuallV exclusive from a second program type, and the second program type is 
commercials. \ 

35. (Currently Afnended) A system for displayed data c omprising: 
a means for detecting a first splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer 

hardware;\ 

determining th c a means for determinin g a new packet identifier when, in response to 

detecting the first splice indicator it is determined that a first splice state has been 
encountered, wherein the first splice state is based upon a first splice countdown 
value parsed by the transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 

OieansfoLdetecting a second splice indicator using the transport packet demultiplexer 
hardware; and 

aineansfoLusing the new pacLt identifier in response to the second splice indicator. 
/ \ 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of eto ^claim 35 . further comprising: 
a means for loading the new packeLentifier into a shadow register after determining the 
new packet identifier and before using the new packet identifier. 




^;..(^I!2yAm^me system c^elaiHyciaim35, further comprising the 
for getictingAe fiLstjpjicej^to)including feting ST^^U^^^ludes 
generating a first splice interrupt based upon the first splice indicator; and 

determining the new packet identifier occurs in response to the first splice interrupt. 

38.^anceled) 
/ 

f ^ 39. (New) A method comprising: 

detecting a first splice indicator using transport pW demultiplexer hardware; 
requesting acquisition of a current program management table when, in response to 

detecting the first splice indicator it is determined that a first splice state has been 
encountered, wherein the first splice state is bLd upon a first splice countdown 
v a lue parsed by the tran sport packet demultiple^erhardware. 
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